Zagreb, 14/07/2022
To:

European Commission
Directorate-General for Environment
Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development

For info:

The Government of the Republic of Croatia
Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development

Dear all,
we are contacting You with the intention of bringing You closer to the current situation
in the private forests of the Republic of Croatia related to biodiversity conservation measures.
In order to better understand the whole situation, we will first briefly describe how forestry works
in the Republic of Croatia.
Forests in Croatia cover almost 50% of the land surface, and 97% of these forests are of
natural origin and native species grow in them. Such ecological conditions represent ideal
habitats for all types of plants and animals, which is also confirmed through preserved
biodiversity, and the fact that 37% of the Republic of Croatia is located in Natura areas, of
which 50% are forests, also speaks in support of this.
The existing tradition of forest management is based on close to nature sustainable
management (SFM). For all forests in Croatia, the implementation of forest management plans
(FMP), which are prepared in accordance with legal regulations, is mandatory. These plans,
in addition to economic guidelines, also include conservation measures for biodiversity, which
are prescribed by the ministry responsible for nature protection during their preparation. The
inclusion of these measures creates an legal obligation for the owner, and their implementation
represents a deviation from the traditional way of close to nature sustainable forest
management, which leads to an increase in costs and income foregone.
The Government of the Republic of Croatia recognized these problems and, through the
ministry responsible for nature protection, included measures for financing compensation for
forest owners in the national Priority Action Framework (PAF). However, the current situation
is such that the Ministry of agriculture, which is in charge of creating the strategic plan of the
CAP, refuses to increase the estimated amount for that intervention with the explanation that
there are insufficient funds from the EAFRD (in total, only 4% of the funds foreseen in the PAF
are planned for the forestry sector).

We kindly ask for advise on how to secure the necessary financial resources, because in this
way forest owners are put in an unfair position. Namely, the PAF measures related to
agricultural lands are voluntary, while for forests they are mandatory. Please note that a
significant part of the population in rural areas will be left without firewood, and at the same
time forest owners will not receive compensation for lost income. We believe that the same
scenario will happen in other less developed EU member states that have a significant share
of private forests. We believe that it is also an obligation to provide financial resources for
compensation for restrictions in management, otherwise we request that biodiversity
conservation measures in private forests should be declared voluntary, as is the case in
agriculture.
Thank You in advance!

Sincerely yours,
President CUPFOA
Zdenko Bogović

Attachment:
1. Decision of Government of the Republic of Croatia on Priority Action Framework
(PAF) - Summary of the part related to forestry

